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crept through the house with the
stealth of a ninja, as [ had done so
anv times before. Being a hunter

more than 35 vears, [ was accus-
wmed to rising in the earlv morning
darkness. The trick was to wander
around the house without waking the
rest of the family. This part of the hunt,
or any hunt for that matter, was famil-
iar, but that's where the similarities end.
Everyvthing from here on would be
brand new, or so it felt to me. My 17-
vear-old son, Shaun, was clunking
along behind me, dropping a thermos
bottle here, a box call th;.re He'lllearn
not to do that when his sleepyv-eyed
mother comes downstairs giving him
that loving scowl. Shaun and I were

about to embark on our first turkev hunt

together. | had been out several times
the previous vear, once with a fairly suc-
cessful hunter and other times on mv
own. Thev were learning experiences
tosav the least.

Turkey hunting in Canada is rela-
tively new and something I never
dreamed possible when I first started

ing ,amt in southern Ontario. This

15t 2004 season marked the 20th an-
aversary of our first transfer of wild
turkey. In early 1984 the turkev popu-
lation was zero. Thanks to a few inge-
nious p-:'ople with great foresight

Ontario now boasts of a population of
approximately 50,000 birds. During that
year the Ontario Ministry of .\atuml
Resources and the Ontario Federation
of Anglers and Hunters sent approxi-
matelv 30 adult moose and 100 ruffed
grouse to the states of Vermont and
]\I'JChl‘"':_n In exchange Ontario received
274 adult and juvenile wild turkeys. The
birds were released in small groups of
15 to 20 at a time in numerous areas of
the province. The flocks flourished so
well that by 1987 it was decided that
thev could withstand a controlled hunt,
Ontario’s first. That spring, hunters har-

vested 64 birds.

Warmed Up and Ready

Shaun and Iloaded our gear and
climbed into the car. This is where we
realized there would be quite a break
from tradition. When leaving for a
normal hunting trip I am accustomed
to scraping the ice from the window
and cranking the heater up to full blast
This parﬁcu]ar morning the heater was
off and the windows were opened
slightlv. It was about 45 F and would
most likelv hit 60 F by mid-morning
g most of my time hunting

e-t2iled deer or moose in October
and November, I generally wear sev-
eral lavers of clothing, enough tohave
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to pull the car seat back a couple of
notches. Now, [ found myvself recling
quite comfortable in just a shirt and
lightcamouflage ]mmt Tn sisonetra-
dition [ could get used to. [

ning to think that instead of

Ishould have broughticed tea.

We reached our destination. which
was only a few miles from home, and
unloaded our equipment from the car.
I'm sure some of our hunting cousins
from the south would get quite a chuck-
le at the rookies hauling all o7 this stuff
along on a turkey hunt. Like any be-
ginner | had a little of evervthing: de-
coys, blind material, lunches, drinks,
two seats, ammunition, a shotgun and
a crossbow. Qur pockets were full of
evervthing from binoculars to all tvpes
of calls.

The crossbow, by the way, was
Shaun’s and is legal to use C'L”"n“ the
archery season in Ontario. He - made a
vervconscious deunon when he start-
ed hunting at the age of 15 “at he
would use the crossbow for all of his
hunts, which included deer, moose, and

urkev. Deer, I could understand.
Moose, well, I've had abigbull a dozen
paces in front of me and i1cantell vouit
takes a little nerve to remember that vou
even have a bow in vour hands, let
alone pull the trigger. As for turkey,
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The first wild turkey trap

‘} the United States. Since
| then. 4.400 wild turkeys
l have been transferred
{ with 3,173 from Ontario
| and 1.227 from the Unit-
ed States.
“We are basically done

with the transfer phase of the turkey

program in Omario All suitable range has

h stocked with birds,” said Joh
‘oos. Ontario M;ms.ry of Natural Resources acmg

)een pretty muc

enior avian biologist,

All turkey hunters in Ontario must complete a one-
day seminar on turkey hunting and safety in

for a turkey license.
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and’transfer took
Ontario in 1984, with the release of 287 bircs
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